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To be Continued TuESDAYS and FRIDAYS, 





Pocts, the firft Inftructers of Mankind, 
Brought all Things to their proper, native, Ute: 


Some they appropriated to the Gods; 
And fome, to Publick, fome to Private, Ends: 


------T hen, blufh not, noble P1so, to PROTECT 


What Gods infpire, and Kings delight to hear. 


Ld. Roscom: 





FRIDAY, 


APRIL 4. 


1735. 





4m AM forry to fee a Return of that 
Psy Puritanical Morofenefs of Prin- 
F@ ciple, which, I thought, had been 
laid afleep, and put out of Coun- 
tenance by the Growth of Good 





Ke : Senfe, and Sincerity. — But the 

ay pyr Sori of old Save to have 

REALS +. animated the heaviel# Part of 

his Clay with the ftupid Malignitry of a weak Man’s 

blind Zeal, ---- againft The Ev1L, azd MiscHier, 
of Stage-Playing ! 


ONE might, without Breach of Charity, have con- 
jectur'd a Shallownefs of Reafoning, from fuch Stiff 
nefs, and inelegant Formality, of Expreffion. 
But, not to quarrel with Forms, where Effentials are 
wanting, What Man of Modefty, at this Time of 
Day, wou’d rail at the Ufe of a Theatre, inftead of 
limiting his Cenfure to the Mifmanagement and 4bu/fe 
of it ?>-- As He deferves not a Serious Anfwer, Let 
the Theatres prefent him with a Pamphlet, in Return 
for his Sermon, under Title of The Evi, and Mis- 
CHIEF, of Pulpit-PLAYING: Wherein, with Prefer- 
vation of That Reverence, unqueftionably due to 
the Clergy, might be fhewn, to the utter Extinction of 
fo {moaky a Firebrand, the true Difference between 
Pulpit-PLAyING and Pulpit-PREACHING: ‘By the 
firft whereof.is meant the declamatory Emptinefs of 
fuch a Trifler, as This, who debafes the folemn Im- 
portance of his Duty, into light and indecent Mi/re- 
prefentatious : Whereas, by the venerable, and facred 
Office of Pulpit-PREACHING, we underftand only 
the Clearnefs and Equity of Truth; unmix’d with 
~ Biafs of perfonal Prejudice, Opinions, or Par- 
tialities. 





Were a Man to walk abroad with a Lanthorn 
at High Noon, by Way of Affiftance to the Light 
of the Suz, He wou'd be bufied in juft fuch an idle, 
and unneceflary, Office, as the Writer, who, (in an 
Age, {o refin’d, and enlighten’d, by the unfetter’d 


Extenfions of Thought) fhou’d go about to demon- 
ftrate, the Iznocence, andeven NEcEssitTy, of Thea- 
tric Eftablifhments, in a Nation fo populous, fo 
rich, and fo powerful. . 


THE only weak Side, on which Approaches cart 
fafely be made by any of thefe Sappers of the Stage, is’ 
the Indifcretion and Levity with which it has the 
Misfortune to be manag’d. ---- Men, who cou’d con- 
fine themfelves to This Part of the Argument, wou’d 
have all the Wife, and the Good in their Intereft : 
But, when They pufh their Invefives again{t the 
folid, and impregnable Foundation of the Stage, asa 
rational Eftablifhment, ‘They may be furious indeed, 
and feem confiderable to the UN'THINKING: -------- 
While, to rhe PRUDENT, they appear but what 
they are in Reality, Rafh unpenetrating Difturbers 
of the Peace, and Tranquillity, of the Publick. 


For my Part, when I meet with one of thefe 
angry Churchmen, railing, with fo indecent a Bitter- 
nefs, againft a Diverfion, from Participation where- 
of Foolifh Cuftom has banifh’d him, He puts me in 
mind of That Species of Maurice, which is ob- 
ferv'd in Eunuchs, againft Lovers. 


THERE is a Kind of Stupidity in the Suppofition 
of any Profpect of fuppreffing ‘Theatres, or indeed 
of any over-narrow Reftraint of fuch Diverfions, in 
a Country like ours, where the gloomy Difpofitions 
of People ftand fo vifibly in need of all the livelieft 
Inducements to fhake off Sourne/s, and Melancholy. 
—~- Perfons who hang, or drown themfelves with fo 
natural a Propenfity, fhould have no Checks to a 
more focial Vivacity of Spirit thrown in their way 
by their Governors : ---- Neither is it the Invtereft of 
a State, to difcourage Publick Delights, or Affem- 
blies of Entertainment ; ~-- becaufe Faéion, and the 
Turbulence of Party Divifion, can have no Enemy 
more powerful, than PLEasuRE, and a Difpofition 
to Amufements of Fancy, or Genius. 

































t corifels mylef, héwever, no Friend to the Play- 
ér’s Aggie ne hae ae me capable of ma- 
naging 2 Playhoufe. ~~ Jealoufy, Envy, rance, 
Effect, It remains Evideft, thaty after Playérs have 
now governed Playets, for twenty. or thirty }Years 
together; we have only this extraordinary Confequence, 
from the Succefs of their Adminiftration, that The 
Race of our AGors is, iti a manner, Extitd,; ahd 
there is fcarce the Promife of a rifing Player. 


On thie other fide, IL muft confefs, that They have 
Réafon to think it a Hard/bip, when they ate con- 
vey'd, by Affignment, from? one weak Hand to ano- 
ther ; and alienated, and pafs 
to the U/e and Behoof, of their Purchafers: Who 
are, (we fee Examples enough to be fure of it) for 
the moft Part, People of Lefs Capacity than Them- 
Selves: and wanting even in That moft neceflary 
Qualification, the very Skill to judge rightly, in the 
Profeffion they have taken upon them. 


HENceE, that miferable Depravity of Ta/fe,-among 
Players :-—-- Hence their Ignorance in the Funda- 
mentals of their Art.—--- Hence the maniféft Rea- 
fon, why they fo feldom {peak ju/tly, why they con- 
ceive, or exprefs no Paffions, appropriate no Geftwre, 
maintain no Weight of Deportment, obferve no Va- 
rieties with the Changes of the Poét’s Meaning; but 
are univerfally to be found within one of thefe poor 
Diftinctions, either, all, dead, tirefom, Monotony ; 
or loud, ridiculous, Inipropriety of Ramting. 


Ir were therefore to be wifh’d, that the Direction 
of our Theatres might be confign’d to the moft 
qualifyd Hands, oer Regulation rather than Re- 

raint ;—-'That they might be confider’d, as Schools 
Of Inftruction, not as Derelidts to Avarice: and, 
that no Pate#tee fhou'd be indulg’d the Prefumption 
of fuppofing his private Iutereft of Weight ‘enough 
to deferve a Mozoapoly, to the Exclufion of better 
Capacities, and the abfolute re pe of that Spi- 
rit of Emulation, without which the Town wou'd 
be entertain’d vy dully, and find nothing left to 
the Judgment, or Inclination, ‘of an Audience: 


BuT, fince a Reformation, of fuch Extefit, ‘is 
not likely to be thought of at préfent, I am forry to 
fee {6me Gentleniens Partiality fo active againit a 
Player, whom [| take to be beyond Comparifon, beft 
qualified, to appear at the ‘Head ‘of his Fraternity : 
And I cannot but conclude the ‘Avarice ‘and Ambi- 
tion of his licens'd Rivals to be very affuming, and 


_ find fome well-meaning 


afs’d over, liké Chattels,' 


¢ 
& 


unréaforiable, when they prafp atthe Enprofiment of 
Ally after having given fuch manifeft Proofs, that, ; 


Pat is too much for their Underftanding. 


. WHOEVER has Obferv’d the Decoration, Propriety, 
or Novelty, of ‘Theatrick Management, at the Ea 
End of the Town, muft allow Mr. Giffard the Pre. 
ference ---- And, | own, It has given me Surprize, to 
Perfons at the Head of the 
City, om sag of Impreffions, the Reverfe of what 
He might have expected to in{pire them with. ——. 
Methinks, It fhou’d be confider’d as an Indignit y, to 
Citizens, of fo fuperior a Tafte, and Elegance, as 
Thofe of Londoz are univerfally acknowledged, to 
fuppofe them Jef} capable than others, of Entertain. 
ments fo ufeful, and rational. —-- And, when Argy- 
ments of {fo very narrow a Caft are brought in fup- 


-port of the Oppofition, as, that the Apprentices and 


Servants of Citizens may, be tempted by the Neigh. 


bourhood of this news Theatre, to be prefent too often; 


to the Neglect of their Mafter’s oe 9 ie or the Ha. 
zard of theit own Manners, and Honefty, I think 
no other Anfwer neceflary, than This very juft and 
fufficient one, ‘as it was given, by a candid, and ge. 
nerous Member of their own Body ; who remark’d, 
that fuch an Objection wou’d be ftrongeft againft the 
Theatres at the other End of the Towns; to which 
the Servants of CrTi1zENs were always apteft to go; 
becaufe in lefs Danger of meeting their Mafters : 
whom, on the contrary, they might often expect to 
be feen by, in the Theatre at Goodman’s Fields, to 
ee they cautioufly, ahd tefs willingly, 
ventur’d. 


IE Be rr 




















-Txu1s being confider’d, againft the Rumonr ins 
duftrioufly {pread, that there is an Intention to fi. 
prefs a Theatre fo much better manag’d, and cer 
tainly lefs offenfive than Either of the others, I am 
fifmly of Opinion, that there can be no Ground for 
the Apprehenfion. --— The Guardians of our Publick 
Liberty, ate alfo Guardians.of our private nae 
ties: And if there was ~o AG in Being, at the Time 
of building, and eftablifhing this Theatre, whereby | 
the Undertaking was dllegal, and prohibited, It can- 
not be fo much as bimted, without a Violation of 
the Refpec? due to {0 illuftrious and auguft an Affem- 
bly, that Any Law will be made ex poft fuéo, to 
take away the Effates of Gentlemen, who laid out 
their Money, in Honour of the City, whereof they are 
Members; and which they were ambitious of vindi« 
cating from the injurious Suppofition, that they are | 
incapable of relifhing Good Senfe, or too narrow 
fpirited to encourage and fupport it. 
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